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Sorensen Artist-in-Residence 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
 

Where can I park? ❖ Park your car wherever you can find a spot within walking distance, 
noting that any streets right around the school are very busy during 
morning drop-off and afternoon pickup. 

❖ Depending on what you’re teaching, you may need to unload equipment. 
The Arts Director can facilitate that. 

Where can I store 
personal stuff? 

❖ Depending on the residency, you’ll probably store your stuff in the 
room where you’re spending most of your time, eg the art room. You 
can also store things in the office. 

What about meals? ❖ We have a staff breakfast the first day of the residency. 
❖ The staff lounge (upstairs) has coffee, tea, a refrigerator and 

microwave, if you want to bring your own food. 
❖ We can arrange for student lunches through our cafeteria, which you 

may eat with students, staff or wherever. 

What is the 
teaching load? 

❖ Residencies are typically one to two weeks. 
❖ Sorensen has thirteen classes, two each per K-5 grade level and one 

6th grade group.  
❖ Classes are between 24-32 students a piece. 
❖ We have several schedules we use, depending on the residency, 

typically having K-2 attend one week, followed by grades 3-6. SEE 
SAMPLE SCHEDULES. 

❖ Teachers, sometimes accompanied by volunteers, will attend with 
their students. 

What is the 
teaching schedule? 

❖ It’s definitely busy! Some days, classes are scheduled one after the 
other, while other times there will be short gaps in between classes. 
SEE SAMPLE SCHEDULES. 

❖ Every day has a scheduled lunch break. 
❖ Monday is 10:05 am-3:30 pm; Tues-Thurs is 8:30 am-3:30 pm; Friday 

is 8:30 am-2 pm. Plan on being at school at least HALF AN HOUR 
before school starts. 
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What if I need 
more help? 

❖ We have excellent community involvement. Each teacher usually has 
parent volunteers available. 

❖ In addition, the Arts Director and Principal can try to schedule 
volunteers, including for prepwork, cleanup and student supervision. 
Every residency is different so make sure to communicate with the 
Arts Director.  

What about 
computer access 
and/or WIFI? 

❖ Computers are available, although you will need a password.  
❖ You may bring your own device(s), and use the school’s network access 

with the proper password. 

I need to make 
copies. Do I have to 
pay for them? 

❖ There is a copier upstairs in the staff workroom, as well as one 
downstairs. A code is required.  

❖ See the office secretary for commonly used supplies, such as 
scissors, tape, stapler, etc. during your residency. 

What about names 
of students? 
Teachers? 

❖ Teachers are addressed by last name and Mr., Ms. or Mrs. 
❖ Students are addressed by first name, and should have name tags on 

them when you work with them.  
❖ Please have students address you as Mr., Ms. or Mrs., with your 

choice of first or last name.  

What about 
classroom 
management? 

❖ Students know that residency time is special and are expected to be 
on their best behavior. If you feel a student is inappropriate or 
unsafe, you’re welcome to address it directly with the student, as 
well as with the teacher. 

❖ Each teacher has a signal for getting students’ attention and can 
share that with you prior to class.  

❖ You may also want to establish guidelines with students the first day, 
such as “give me five” for getting their attention. 

Can I document the 
residency process 
or student 
projects? 

❖ Absolutely! Other people will likely be documenting the residency 
with photographs and videos.  

❖ We do ask, however, that you verify student names before posting, 
eg to Facebook or your website because of student privacy laws. 
There may be some students whose parents have restricted posting 
images of their child/children. 

❖ The school will also be promoting the residency and you may link to 
our site. 
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I need help planning 
curriculum. 

Although the residency should be fun and interesting, there should still 
be some evidence of learning appropriate to grade level and curriculum. 
See PLANNING PROCESS for more information. And here are some 
helpful links for you: 
http://arts.idaho.gov/ae/framework.pdf 
http://www.cdaschools.org/Page/3018 

What is the pay and 
how will I be paid? 

❖ Payment varies with the unique structure, length, workload and focus 
of each residency, starting at $1,000 minimum/week. 

❖ Applicants are REQUIRED to submit a proposal that explains artist 
fees, travel/lodging expenses (if applicable), supplies, etc. 

❖ If traveling by car exceeding a 20 mile radius from Sorensen, travel 
reimbursement may be paid at standard IRS rate. 

❖ Submit an invoice to the office and you can expect payment within 30 
days.  

I need ____ and am 
not sure whom to 
ask. 

❖ The Arts Director is your first point-of-contact, but all staff are 
available to assist you with whatever will make this a rewarding 
experience for you and our students. 

❖ The Staff Directory is on our website.  

 
 
 
 


